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I rise to speak about the work carried on, day by day, year by year on our behalf in Washington DC by a grassroots 

network of Quaker volunteers from across the nation and by our dedicated staff of the Friends Committee on National 

Legislation, the oldest faith-based lobby group on Capitol Hill.  A few reminders:  FCNL was established on June 12–13, 

1943 in Richmond, Indiana by Quakers from 15 yearly meetings.  As a Quaker Lobby in the Public Interest, it has as its 

mission these few compelling words: 

We seek a world free of war and the threat of war 

We seek a society with equity and justice for all 

We seek a community where every person's potential may be fulfilled 

We seek an earth restored. 

FCNL’s building is at 245 2nd Street NW, just down the street from the Supreme Court and adjacent to Congressional 

Offices is the only certified Green Building on Capitol Hill.  FNCN’s effectiveness there over the past seven decades has 

been largely due to its commitment to working with everyone, no matter their party or history, to effect change. Its big 

wins come from coalition building and reaching across the aisle. This nonpartisan foundation strengthens our credibility 

with members of Congress of all parties.   

FCNL has worked for decades to change federal policy to advance social and economic justice, peace, and good 

government.  It is governed by a General Committee, a board of nearly 200 Quakers from around the country who 

represent a range of organizations, perspectives and theological traditions within the Religious Society of Friends.  Our 

yearly meeting has six representatives to this General Committee – Charles Ansell, Caroline dyer-Gunn, Eric Ginsburg, 

Michael Glancy, William Jeffries, and Peter Klopfer.  As if this year I am trying to step into the shoes of one of those. 

I come to you from Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, where I have been a member almost 4 years by transfer of 

membership from the Brevard NC Monthly Meeting of SAYMA, and previously the Atlanta Meeting of SAYMA, and 

previously the Charlottesville Meeting of Baltimore Yearly Meeting, where Barbara and Bob Gosney and I became 

members together in 1974. Through the past 41 years as a Friend, my Peace & Social Justice work at the local level has 

been hugely reinforced by the publications and supportive staff of FCNL.  A good example of this was the 2014 white 

paper entitled Shared Security developed bv FCNL and AFSC which served as the focus of our Virginia Beach Peace & 

Social Justice retreat in February of 2014.  FCNL’s compelling policy document, The World We Seek, arrived at with input 

from all the constituent monthly and yearly meetings, provides our local committee with our primary vision statement 

for our approach to federal legislation. 

On your behalf, I have attended the last two four-day annual meetings of the General Committee in Washington DC, 

which have coincided with the annual Quaker Institute for Public Policy, gathering Friends from across the nation to 

meet with members of their congressional delegations about issues of concern.  Over the past two years, the number 

one lobbying priority of FCNL has been the sustained diplomatic effort to achieve a nuclear arms deal with Iran.  Adding 

my small effort to the larger FCNL effort to keep Congress from derailing that diplomatic effort has been the single most 

rewarding work of my 42 years of being part of the grassroots support for the work of FCNL.  That agreement was 

concluded two days ago, but Congress could still get in the way of this historic opportunity.   

And the most exciting single event for me in that FCNL work?  It is witnessing the energized reports each year by the 

young FCNL program assistants on the last evening of the annual meeting, which outshone even sessions led by Parker 

Palmer.  One of those staff members, Sean Langberg, has come down from Capitol Hill to meet with us this week.  Sean 

is a recent Phi Beta Kappa, summa cum laude graduate of UNC/Chapel Hill in Global Studies and Geography, who wrote 

his senior honors thesis on Mapping the Ontology of Mass Killing.  As a student he was National Education Coordinator 

of STAND, a national anti-genocide organization.  At FCNL he serves as the Program Assistant for Peacebuilding Policy. By 

leave of our clerk, Nancy Craft, I have asked Sean to tell us a bit about his work on our behalf.  
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